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I

ON WOMEN’S
EDUCATION

When I was young, it was not thought proper for young ladies to
study very conspicuously;. and especially with pen in band. Young
Jadies (at least 1n provincial towns) were expected to-sit down in the
parlour to sew,—during which reading aloud was permirted,—or to
practice their music; but so as to be fit to receive callers, without any
signs of bluestockingism which could be reported abroad. fane Austen
berself, the Queen of novelists, the immortal creator of Anne Elliott,
Mr. Knightley, and a score or two more of unrivalled intimaie friends
of the whole public, was compelled by the feelings of her family to cover
up ber mianuscripts with a large piece of muslin work, kept on the
table for the purpose, whenever-any genteel people came in. So tt was
with other young ladies, for some time after Jane Austen was in her
grave; and thus my first studies in philosophy were carried on with

great care and reserve. :

—Harriet Martineau
AUTOBIOGRAPHY
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Teacher-and' Pupils

Teacher. “1 wonder. what:your mother would say if 'she.knew: how
backward youjare in;geography?”

Girl“Oh, my mother says she never learnt jogfry. and shie’s marfied,
and Aunit Sally:says shé icver-1earnt jogfry and she'smarried; and you
did and you ain't.” o ’

: . . Reproduced by permission:of: Punch
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central doctrine of Martineau’s feminist thought from the
A_ very start of her writing career was the importance of edu-
cation for women. Excerpts from her second Monzhly Repository
article, “On Female Education,” written in 1822, open this
section. In that piece, written when she was barely twenty
years old, Martineau made the claim, amazing for her youth
and period, that women’s intellectual inferiority to men is
based on women’s lack of mental training, others’ expectanons
of women, and women’s circumstances rather than women's
ability. She cleverly sidestepped the issue of whether women
can be men’s equals, saying instead she was looking “to show
the expediency of giving proper scope and employment to the
powers which they [women] do possess.”

Similarly, she avoided the nature versus nurture argu-
ment of whether educational potential is dependent on “the
structure of the body” or “bodily frame.” Although in this
youthful argument, published in the organ of Unitarian Chris-
tianity to which she was then faithful, she allowed that women
should be educated to enhance their relationships to men and

make them better mothers and held that the greatest value of
education is to give women a better understanding of Christi-
anity, she nevertheless had a very clear-sighted perception of
the dreariness and degradation, the retrogression that lack of
education means in women'’s lives.

In later life, Martineau was to abandon and even to re-
pudiate the religion that this early essay relied upon, but she
was always-to believe in the'great importance of education for
women.

Forty years later she was of a different mind on the pur-
pose but not on the benefit of women’s education. Writing in
Once a Week in 1861, she deplored the justification of “good in-
tellectual training as fitting women to be ‘mothers of heroes,’
‘companions:to men,” and so on. . . . Till it is proposed, in ed-
ucating girls, to make them; in themselves and for their own
sakes, as good specimens of the human being as the conditions
of the case allow, very little will be effected by any expendi-
ture of pains, time, and money.”

Included here are pieces on basic education for women,
including a section from her 1848 book, Housebold Education,
which was a kind of popular manual for the moral and practi-
cal instruction of a household, and a long article from Cornbill
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ON FEMALE EDUCATION

Magazine (1864) entitled “Middle-Class Education in England:
Girls.” In both of these she held that education should be for
the sake of improving the person. She insisted that girls.should
study the same subjects as boys, that both should have time in
school for both study and play, mental exercise and physical
exercise, but that girls skiould study the domestic arts as well.

Never did she question.that women.should become skill-
ful at housekeeping; rather she claimed that education would
make them better at it, This is drawn from her own life, for
she pnded herself on her needlework, her houséhold manage-
ment; and the sensible way in which she entertained. She ar-
gues in several contexts that not all Englishwomen are cared
for by a man and that women need to be educated. for-an.oc-
cupation so that they can earn their own way. These ideas
came out of Martineau’s own middle-class experience of hav-
ing been left with a small legacy poorly invested. It did not
occur to her to argue for universal education. She did, how-
ever, favor higher education for qualified women early on'and
enthusiastically supported the establishment in London of
Queen’s College in Hartley Street and the Ladies’ College in
Bedford Square (now Bedford College). An article on higher
education, “What Women are Educated For,” forms the third
selection in this'section.

ON FEMALE EDUCATION

Norwich, November, 1822
In discussing the subject of Female Educatlon it is not so
much my object to inquire whether the natural powers of
women be equal to those of men, as to’ shew thé expedlency of
giving proper scope and employment to the powers which
they do possess. It may be as well, notwithstanding, to in-

Montbly Repesitory 17 (October-1822):77-81.
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ON FEMALE EDUCATION

quire whether the difference be as great as is generally sup-
posed between the mental structure of men and of women.

Doubtless the formation of the mind must depend in a
great degree on the structure of the body. From this cause the
strength of mind observable in men is supposed to arise; and
the delicacy of the female mind is thought to be in agreement
with the bodily frame. But it is impossible to ascertain how
much may depend on early education; nor can we solve our
doubts on this head by turning our view to savage countries,
where, if the bodily strength be nearly equal in the two sexes,
their minds-are alike sunk in ignorance and darkness. In our
own country, we find that as long as the studies of children of
both sexes continue the same, the progress they make'is equal.
After the rudimeénts of knowledge have been obtained, in the
cultivated ranks-of society, (of which alone 1 mean to speak,)
the boy goes on continually increasing his stock of informa-
tion, it being his only employment to store and exercise his
mind for future years; while the girl is probably confined
to low pursuits, her aspirings after knowledge are subdued,
she is taught to believe that solid information is unbecommg
her sex, almost her whole time is expended on light accom-
pllshments and thus before she is sensible of her powers,
they are checked in their growth; chained down.to mean ob-
jects, to rise no more; and when the natural consequences of
this'mode of treatment arise; all mankind agree that the abili-
ties of women are far inferior to those of men. But in the few
instances where a contrary mode of treatment has been pur-
sued, where fair play has been given to the faculties, even
without much assistance, what has almost invariably been the
result?. Has it not been evident that the female mind, though
in ‘many respects differently’ constituted from that of man,
may be well brought into comparison with his? If she wants
his enterprising spirit, the deficiency is made up by perse-
verance in what she does undertake; for. his ambition, she has a
thirst for knowledge; and for his ready perception, she has un-
wearied application.

It is proof sufficient to my mind, that there is no natural
deficiency of power, that, unless proper objects are supplied to
women to employ their faculties, their energies are exerted
improperly. Some aim they must have, and if no good one is
presented to them, they must seek for a bad one.
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ON FEMALE EDUCATION.

We-may find evidence in abundance of this truth in the
condition of women before the introduction of Christianity,

Before the revelation of this. blessed religion, (doubly
blessed to the female sex,) what was their situation? They
were either sunik almost to the levél of the brutes in mental
darkness,.buried in.their own homes, the:slaves instead of.the
companions of their husbands; only to be preserved from vice
by being excluded from the world, or, not being able to en-
dure these restraints, employmg_ th_e;r restless powers and tur-
bulent passions in the.pursuit of vicious pleasures and sensual
gratifications. And we cannot wonder that this was the case,
when they were gifted with faculties which they were not per-
mitted to-exercise; and were-compelled to vegetate from year
to year, with no ob]ect in Jife and no hope in death. Observe
what an 1mmed1ate change was wrought by the introduction
of Christianity. Mark the zeal, difected by knowledge, of the
female converts, of so many of whom St. Paul makes honour-
able mention as his.friends, on-account of their exertionsin the
great cause. An object was held out for'them to obtain, and
their powers were bent to the attainment of it, instead of belng
¢ngaged in vice-and folly The female character has been ob-
served to imprové since that time, in proportion as the trea-
sures of useful knowledge have been placed:within the reach
of the sex. _

I wish to imply by what | have said, not that great stores
of information are as necessary to women as to men, but that
as much.care should be taken of the formation of their-minds.
Their attainments cannot in-gerieral be so.great, because they
have-their own appropriate duties:and peculiar employments,
the neglect of which nothing can excuse; but 1-contend that
these duties will be better performed if'the powers be ranonally
employed. If the whole mind be exercisedand strengthened, it
will bring miore vigour to the- performancc of its.duties in any
partlcular provmce

The first great objection which is- made:to enllghtenmg
the female-mind is, that if engaged in the pursuit of knowl]-
edge, women neglect their appropriate duties and peculiar
-employments.

znd. That the:greatest.advances that the female mind can
mzke in knowledge must still fall far short of the,attainments
of the other sex.
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ON FEMALE EDUCATION

jrd. That the vanity so universally ascribed to the sex is
apt to be inflated by any degree of proficiency in knowledge,
and that women therefore become forgetful of the subordinate
station assigned them by law, natural and divine,

To the first objection 1 answer, that such a pursuit of
knowledge as shall lead women to neglect their peculiar du-
ties, is not that cultivation of mind for the utility of which I
am'contending. But these duties may be well performed with-
out engaging the whole time and attention. If “great thoughts
constitute great minds,” what can be expected from 2 woman
whose whole intellect is employed on the trifling cares and
comparatively mean occupations, to which the advocates for
female ignorance would condemn her? These cares and these
occupations were allotted to women to enable them to smooth
our way through life; they were designed as a means:to this
end, and should never be pursued as the end itself. The knowl-
edge of these necessary acts is so easily acquired, and they are
so easily performed, that an active mind will feel a dismal va-
cuity; a craving after something nobler and better to employ
the thoughts in the intervals of idleness which must occur
when these calls of duty are answered, and if nothmg nobler
and better is presented to it, it will waste its energies in the
pursuit.of folly, if not of vice, and thus continually perpetuate
the faults of the-sex. . . .

It must be allowed by all, that one'of woman’s first duties
is to qualify herself for being 2 companion to her husband, or
to those with whom her lot in life is cast. She was formed to be
a -domestic companion, and such an one as shall give to home
its charms, as shall furnish such entertainment that-her hus-
band need not be driven abroad for amusement. This is one
of the first duties required from a woman, and no time can
be misemployed which is applied to the purpose of rnakmg
her such a companion, and I contend that a friend like this.
cannot be found among women of uncultivated minds. If their
thoughts are continually occupied by the vanities of the world,
if that time which is not required for the fulfilment of house-
hold duties, is spent in folly, or even in harmless trifles in
which the husband has no interest, how are the powers of
pleasing to be perpetuated, how is she to find interesting sub-
jects for social converse? . . .

If we consider woman as the guardian and instructress of
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ON, FEMALE EDUCATION

infancy, her claims to cultivation of mind become-doubly ur-
gent, It is-evident that if the soul of the teacher is narrow and
contracted, that of the pupil cannot be enlarged. .

With respect'to the'second objection, viz., That the great-
est advances which.the female mind.can make in knowledge
must fall far short of the attainments.of the other sex,—TI allow
that the acquirements ‘of women can seldom equal those of
men, and it is not desirable that they should. 1 do not'wish to
excite a spirit of Tivalry between the sexes; 1 do not desire that
many ‘females shiould seek for fanie as authors. [ only wish that
their powers should be so.employed that they should not be-
obliged. to seek amusements beneath them, and injurious to
them. I wish them to be‘companions to men, instead of play-
things or servants; one of which an ignorant woman must
commonly be. If they are called to be wives, a sensible mind is
an essential quallﬁcatlon for the doinestic character; if they
remain single, liberal pursuits are absolutely necessary to
preserve them from the faults so generally-attributed to that
state, and sa justly-and‘inevitably; while the mind is buried in
darkness

If it bé asked what kind anid dégree of knowledge is neces-
sary to'préserve women from: the evils mentioned as following
in-the train of ignorance, I'answer that much must depend on
natural talent, fortune and station; but no Englishwoman,
above the lower ranks of life, ought to be ignorant of the
Evidences and Principles of her religious belief, of Sacred
History; of the oudlirie at least of General History; of.the. Ele-
ments of the Philosophy of Nature, and of the Human Mind;
and to these should be added the knowledge of such living
languages, and the-acquirement of such accomplishments, as
situation and circumstances may direct.

With respect to the third ob]ectlon viz., that the vanity
so universally ascribed to the sex is' apt to be inflated by any
degree of proficiency in knowledge, afid that women, there-
fore, become forgetful of the ;subordinate station asmgned
them by law, natural and divine: the most important part of
education, the implanting of religious principles must be. in
part neglected if the share of knowledge which women may
appropriate, should be suffered to inflate their vanity, or ‘excite
feelings of pride: Christian humility should be-one of thefirst
requisites in femalé.education, and till it is attained every ac-
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HOUSEHOLD EDUCATION

quirement of every kind will become a cause of self-exaltation,
and those accomplishments which are the most rare, will of
course. be looked upon with the most self-complacency. But if
the taste for knowledge were more generally infused, and
if proficiency in‘the attainments 1 have mentioned were more
common, there would be much less pedantry than there is at
present; for. when acquirements of this kind are no longer re-
markable, they cease to afford a subject for pride. . . .

Let woman then be taught that her powers of mind were
given her to be improved. Let her be taught that she is to be 2
rational companion to those of the other sex among whom her
lot in life is ¢ast, that her proper sphere is bome—that there she
is to provide, not only for the bodily comfort of the man,
but that she is to enter also into community of mind with
him; . . . As she finds nobler objects presented to her grasp,
and that her rank in the scale of being is elevated, she will en-
graft the vigorous qualities of the mind. of man on het own
blooming virtues, and insinuate into his mind those softer
graces-and milder beauties, which will smooth the ruggedness
of his character. . . .

DISCIPULUS

HOUSEHOLD EDUCATION

I mention girls, as well as boys, confident that every person
able to see the right, and courageous enough to utter it, will
sanction what I say. I must declare that on no subject is more
nonsense talked, (as it seems (o me) than on that of female edu-
cation, when restriction is advocated. In works otherwise really
good, we find it taken for granted that girls are not to.learn the
dead languages and mathematics, because they are not to exer-

Harriet Martineau, Housebold Education (London: E. Moxon, 1848),
PP- 240-245.
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‘HOUSEHOLD EDUCATION

cise professions where these attainments are wanted; and a
little further on we find it said ‘that the chief reason for boys
and young men studying these.things is to improve the quality
of their minds, [ suppose none of us'will doubt that everything
possiblée:should be done to improve the quality of the mind of
every human being.—If it is said that the female brain is inca-
pable of studies of an abstract nature,—that is not true: for
there are many instances of women whohave been good'mathe-
maticians, and good classical scholars. The plea:is indeed non-
sense on the face of it; for the brain-which will learn.French
will learn Greek; the brain'which enjoys arithmetic:is capable
of mathematics.—If it is said that women are light-minded
and.superficial, the obvious answer-is that their minds should
be the more carefully sobered by grave studies, arid. the ac-
quisition of exact knowledge. —If it'is said. that their vocation
in life does not require-these kinds:of knowledge,—that is giv-
ing up the main plea for the pursuit of them by boys;—that it
improves the quility of their minds.—If it is said that such
studies unfit women for. their proper occupations,—that'again
is untrue. Men do not attend the less to their professional
business, their counting-house or their shop, for having their
minds enlarged and enriched;-and their faculties strengthened
by sound and various knowledge; nor do women on ‘that ac-
count neglect the work:basket, the market, the dairy and the
kitchen. If it be true that women are made for these domestic
occupations, then of course they will be:fond of them. ‘They
will be so fond of what comes-most naturally to them that no
book-study (if really not congenial to their minds) will draw
them off from their homely duties. For my part, | have no hes-
itation whatever in saying that the most ignorant women I
have known have been the worst housekeepers; and that the
most learned ‘women. I have known have been among the.
best,—wherever they have been-early taught and trained to
household business, as every-woman ought to be.. A woman of
superior mind knows better'than an-ignorant one what to re-
quire of her servants, how to deal with tradespeople, and how
to economise time: she iis more clear-sighted about the best
ways of doing things; has-a richer:mind with which to animate
-all about her, and to solace her own spirit in the.midst of her
labours. If nobody doubts the différence in pleasantness of
having to do with a silly and narrow-minded woman and with
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HOUSEHOLD EDUCATION

one who is intelligent and enlightened, it must be clear that
the more intelligence and enlightenment there is, the better.
One of the best housekeepers 1 know,—a 51mple-mmded
affectionate-hearted woman, whose table is always fit for a
prince to sit down to, whose house is always neat and elegant,
and whose small income yields the greatest amount of com-
fort, is one of the most learned women ever heard of. When
she was a little girl, she was sitting sewing in the window-seat
while her brother was receiving his first lesson in mathematics
from his tutor. She listened, and was delighted with what she
heard; and when both left the room, she seizéd upon the Fu-
clid that lay on the table, ran up to her room, went over the
lessen, and laid the volume where it was before. Every day
after this, she sat stitching away and listening, in like manner,
and going over the lesson afterwards, till one day she let out
the secret. Her brother could not answer a question which
was put to him two or three times; and, without thinking of
anything else, she popped out the answer. The tutor was sur-
prised, and after she had told the simple truth, she was per-
mitted to make what she could of Euclid. Some time after, she
spoke confidentially to a friend of the family,—a scientific pro-
fessor,—asking him, with much hesitation and many blushes,
whether he thought it was wrong for a woman to learn Latin.
“Certainly not,” he said; “provided she does not neglect any
duty forit. — But why do 'you want to learn Latin?” She wanted
to study Newton’s Principia: and the professor thought this a
very good reason. Before she was grown into-a woman, she
had mastered the Principia of Newton. And now, the great
globe on which we live is to her a book in which she reads the
choice secrets of nature; and to her the last known wonders of -
the sky are disclosed: and if there is a home more graced with
accomplishments, and more filled with comforts, 1 do not
know such an one. Will anybody say that this woman would
havé been in any way better without her learning?>—while we
may confidently say that she would have been much less happy.
As for women not wanting learning, or superior intellec-
tual training, that is more than any one should undertake to
say in our day. In former times, it was understood that every
woman, (except domestic sérvants) was maintained by her fa-
ther, brother or husband; but it is not so now. The footing
of women is changed, and it will change more. Formerly,
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every woman was destined to be married;-and it was almost a
matter of.course-that she would be: sothat.the énly becupation
thought of for-a.woman was keeping her husband’s house, and
being a wife and mother. It is not so now. From a variety
of causes, there is less and less marriage among the middle
classes of our country; and much of the marriage that there is
does not take place till middle lifc. A multitude of women
have to maintain themselves-who 'would nevér have dreamed
of such a thing a hundred years ago. "This is not the place for
a discussion whether this is a good thing for women or a
bad one; or for a lamentation that the. occupations by which
women mlght maintain themselves are so few: and of those
few, so many engrossed by men. This is not the place for a
speculation as to whether women are to grow into a condition
of self-maintenance, and their dependence for support upon
father, brother and husband to:become only occasional. With
these considerations, mterestmg as they are, we have no busi-
ness at this moment. What we have to thlnk of is the neces-
sity,—in all justice, in all honour, in all humanity, in all pru-
dence,—that every girl’s faculties should.be made the most of,
as. carefully as ‘boys’. While so many: women are no longer
sheltered, ‘and protected, and supported, in safety from the
world (as people used to say) every woman ought to be fitted
to take caré of herself. Everv woman ought to have that justice
done to her faculties that she may possess herself 'in all the
strength: and clearness of an exercised and enlightened mind,
and may have.at command, for her subsistence, as much intel-
lectual power and as'many resources as education can furnish
her with. Let us hear nothing of her bemg shut out, because
she'is a woman, from any study that she is capable of pursu-
ing: and if one kmd of cultivation is more carefully attended.to
than.another, let:it be the discipline and exercise of the reason-
ing faculties. From the:simplest rules of arithmetic let her go
on, as her brother does, as-far into the depths of science, and
up to'the heights of philosophy as her powers and opportuni-
ties permit; and it will certainly be:found that the ‘more she
becomes a reasoning creature, the more reasonable, disci-
plined.and docile she will be: the moré she knows of the value
of knowledge and of all other things, the more diligent she
will be;—the more.sensible-of duty,~~the more interested in
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WHAT WOMEN ARE EDUCATED FOR

occupations,—the more womanly. This is only coming round
to the points we started from; that every human being is to
be made as perfect as possible: and that this must be done
through the most complete development of all the faculties.

WHAT WOMEN ARE
EDUCATED FOR

Among the observances of the Londen summer afe now the
annual meetings of the authorities of the Ladies’ Colleges,
which are a new feature in English society. The kinds of arten-
tion paid to these meetings, and of comment made upon them
are very various. I am at present concerned with only one of
the many points of view from which these instituttons are
regarded.

At the recent annual meeting of Queen’s College (for
Ladies), Harley Street, the chair was filled by the Right Hon-
ourable W. Cowper. The Dean of the College, and some of the
Professors, several clergymen, and many friends of the pupils
were present; as well as the main body of the pupils. Having
had opportunity to see, through a long life, what men have, at
this age of the world, been thinking for two generations about
~ the education of women, I always read with interest the re-
ports of such annual meetings as that at the Harley Street Col-
lege, and amuse myself with marking the progress of opinion
disclosed by the speakers. On the late occasion (July 4th), the
chairman’s speech was perhaps better understood in its bear-
ings by some hearers and readers than by himself. My experi-
ence-of men’s minds on this particular subject satisfies me that
Mr. Cowper believed himself to be exceedingly liberal in his
views, so that he was doing something virtuous;—something
that would 'win gratitude from one sex, if it did not inspire re-

Once a Week, August 10, 1861, pp. 175—-179.
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WHAT WOMEN ARE: EDUCATED FOR

spect for his courage in the other, in asserting the claims of
women to a.good education. 1.have usually traced in the gen-
tlemen present at such meetings 2 happy complacency, an air
of amiable magnanimity, which it was unnecessary to find
fault with,—it was so natural and so harmless;—a keen sense
of the pleasures of generous patronage, in seeing that women
have a fair opportunity of a better cultivation than had been
given before; but it is not often that theicomplacency is so evi-
dent, and so self-confident, as'in Mr. Cowper’s-speech of the
4th instant. He has evidently no misgiving about the height of
his own liberality when he assumes that the grand use of a
good education to'a woman is that it improves her usefulness
to somebody else. This is the turn that praise of female en-
lightenment has always taken among men till very lately, when
one here and there ventures to assume that the first object of a
good education is to improve the individual as an individual.
Mr. Cowper has not got beyond the notion of the majority
of the friends of female education, who think they have said
everything when they have recommended good intellectual
training as. ﬁtting women to be “mothers of heroes,” “compan-
ions to men,” and so on. No great deal will be done for female
improvement while this sort of sentiment is supposed to be the
loftiest;and mostliberal.

Girfls will never make a single-effort, in any length of
school years, for such an object as being companions to men,
and mothers of heroes: If they work, and finally justify the
pains taken for them in establishing such colleges as these, it
will be for the same reasons.that boys work well, and .come out
worthy of their schooling;—because they like their studies,
and enjoy the sense of mental and moral development which.is
so.strong in.school and college years; and because their train-
ing is well adapted to educe, ‘develop, and strengthen their
powers, and render them as wise-and good as theéir natures,
years, and circumstances permit.

Till it is proposed, in educating girls, 10 make them, in
themselves and for their own sakes, as good.specimens of the
human being-as.the.conditions of the case allow, very little will
be effected by any expenditure of pains, time; and money.

The common plea is that the boys-are so expensive that
there isnot much to spare for the girls’ education. This is no
particular concern of the college managers; but there are par-
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WHAT WOMEN ARE EDUCATED FOR

ents who seem to think that they are doing something virtuous
in coming to’ ‘bargain and haggle for the greatest amount of in-
struction for the smallest possible sum. They would not think
of haggling with the master of the public school their boys go
to. They pay down their hundred or two a-year for each boy;
but, when it comes to the girls, they contrive, and assume,
and beg, till they get in one or two younger girls on cheap
terms, or send the governess to sit by as guardian, and pick up
a lesson without pay. The mothers are apt to take credit for
such management, on the ground of the trouble they have
with the fathers to get any money out of them for college-
lessons, when a governess (if they could find a paragon of
one for a reasonable salary) might “educate™ any number of
girls for the same terms as one. It does not particularly con-
cern the-college managers what the fathers say at home about
family plans: but they hear a good deal about it, through the
expositions the mothers think fit to make of their own virtue
and ability in contriving to.get their daughters’ education done
as cheaply as possible.

But this.may not be a true.account of the fathers’ notions,
I may be reminded. 1 rather think it is, in the majority of
cases, It is notonly in newspapers, in angry letters called forth
by some new phase of female education or employment, that
fathers inquire what possible use there can be in learning this
or that. While a narrow-minded commercial man says, in a
newspaper effusion, that girls should be fitted for managing
the house and doing the needlework, and that all study be-
yond this is mischievous; a common-place professional man
says, at his own table or his club; that it ought not to cost
much to teach his girls as much as it is good for them to know:
that the whole college course at Harley Street or Bedford
Square is more than he thinks it right to afford while his boys
are at school. Not that it is a costly education: it is very much
otherwise, considering its quality: but he cannot see the use
of maklng the girls so learned. In fact, he has told his wife
how much he ‘will spend on the girls, and she may get for
them as much as she can for the money.

And what are the girls thmkmg meantime? An old hermit
cannot undertake to report their views, which are probably
very seldom uttered. But it is clear, from the college reports,
and by what is known in the world of the results thus far, that
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the young ladies are disposed to be industrious, are highly in-
telhgent and cheerful and happy amidst théir intellectual pur-
suits. We may fairly suppose therefore that:they eithér see a
use in what they learn, or. learn for other reasons than the
thought of utility: that in school-and classrooms they are, in
short, like their brothers. The boys are not encouraged to
study for stich a reason as becoming intelligent companions to
somebody hereafter, or bemg the.fathers of great men. The
boys know that they aré to be made as wise-as they can be
made under their conditions; that the knowledge they gainis a
good in itself; and that their fathers do not, in -paying their
bills, pause in doubt whether they are. ]usuﬁed in spending so
much money for such an ob]ect as the enlightenment of their
children. If at their desks, I shoiild say that they have higher
and truer notions of the operation, value, and fitness of knowl-
edge in their own case than many of their-parents. Possibly
some of them could teach the chairman-of their 2nnual meet-
ing that there.are better reasons for their being well educated
than the prospect he holds out of their “influence” hereafter—
the use they are to be:of furthering the.objects'of men.

1am notunmindful, however, of the great advance made—
the remarkable conquest-of- pre;udnce—wnthm a few years. It
requ1red some courage, till within a few years, to speak of any
sort of college in.connection with female studies: and nothing
short of heroism and-every kind of magnanimity was requisite
to make any man offer himself for a professorship in such col-
leges. Itis very different now, though'too many of my acquaint-
ances still perpetually fall into-the-old.notion that women have
no occasion for intellectual cultivation. 1'have never. wondered
at, nor much regretted, the disliketo the very name of “col-
lege,” consndermg what we have seen done, and heard said, in
foreign institutions bearing: that title. There are great joint-
stock company’s schools in. America, advertised and glorified
under the name of colleges, from which English parerts and
brothers would flee away, and take: refuge in the wild woods,
rather than “assist” at an annual meeting. The public ex-
hibition of intellect and sens:blllty, the recitations, the-com-
positions, the essays ofi metaphys:cal or moral sub;ects the
prize-giving, the newspaper reports. .of the: pupils,—all this,
and the dreadful hollowness and abominable taste of the
whole display, might well cause English fathers to start back
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from the first-mention of female colleges at home. So might
the continental celebrations which we still witness occasion-
ally, where the most virtuous school girl is crowned in the
presence of a throng of visitors; and where virtue in detail—
honour, sensibility, fidelity, &c., &c.—is rewarded by prizes
and praises. But it is now understood that our colleges for
ladies have nothing in common with institutions in which
these terrible exhibitions can take place. OQur young maidens
altogether decline pubhc:ty, and could not condescend to try
for prizes or accept praises. They are plainly zealous for the
honour of their college; but no one of them has anything to
gain for herself beyond the privileges of learning and art.
There is a ‘wider difference between such colleges as we see
annually glorified in American journals and those of Bedford
Square and Harley Street than between these last and the
closest and narrowest education given in an aristocratic school-
room, by an unrelieved governess, to two or three secluded
and spiritless girls who never heard a masterly exposition of
anything in their lives. But due credit should be given to such
fathers of the present generation as have surmounted their hor-
ror at the name of colleges for young ladies.

The whole significance of the matter—the whole impor-
tance of the assumption involved in Mr. Cowpers speech
about qualifying womien by education to “stir up man™ and
improve the nation—can hardly be seen without reverting to
some of the stages that women have passed through within
two or three generations, and then turning to.some recent dis-
cussions which have caused a strong sensation in London so-
ciety, and a good deal beyond it.

There was a great notion of making women learned sev-
eral times during the last century. We know almost as much of
the reign of the female pedants as of the history of any political
party in the time of George 111. 1 do not wish to dwell on the
subject, for there was nothing in the writings-of the Blues" of
the last century which need detain us now, or which would

'Refers to bluestockings, British society women of the eighteenth cen-
tury who attempted to arrange intellectual “conversations” with literary fig-
ures as social events. A term commonly used derisively for intellectual
women with affecrations, although some of the original bluestockings were
quite capable.
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have obtained praise in any society where womeh were-duly
respected,~—which -is:the same-thing as being truly appreci-
ated. We-need not trouble ourselves now with the Sewards,
the Carters, the Veseys Hamiltons, Mores, Montagues, and
others who, without anything like the genuine knowledge
now attainable by women, poured out sentiment and fancies
which they mistook for: intellectual prodiicts. We need not
pause on these; nor criticise their works; but I must mention
them, in order to recall the Blue-stocking stage of female edu-
cation, and also because they are a foil to the really well-
educated women of the period. I knew ‘the Miss Berrys, and
the. Miss Baillies, and the empress of her sex in hér own time
and after,—Mrs. Barbauld.” The Miss Berrys were a favour-
able specimen of the Blue order: not only-clever and well-read,
but enlightened;—rather blue, certamly, but sensible, kindly,
sufficiently practical for their position—in short, cértainly the
better for their intellectual cultivation, and in no way the
worse for it. The Baillies were not Blue. Joanna's genius was
too strong:and natural to be overlaid by any amount of reading
she was disposed to undertake. All the sources of wisdom
were open to her;—Nature, books, and life: and she drew
from them all in happy proportion; so that she became the
wise and happy woman that évery wise father:would desire his
daughter to be in herself, whatever she might also.do for; and
be to other people. If Joanna Baillie had written nothing, she
would have been the beloved and revered being that she is in
all memories. The only difference is that her lot as an author
affords further evidence of the robust character of her mind, in
the equa] serenity with whi¢h.she ‘tegarded the rise, and cul-
mination, and decline of hier own.fame. No seat of 1rntab|11ty
seems to have been ever touched, more or less, by such a ce-
lebrity as very few women have ever attained, or by that ex-
tinction of her fame, which must have; appeared to.her unjust,
if the fame had not been itself a delusion: Less celebrated, but

*Mary (1763-1852) and Agnes (1764-1852) Berry. Mary edited 4
posthumous-edition of Horace’ Walpole's collected works:and wrote plays,
memoirs, and social history. The two were closé friends of Walpale. Joanna
Baillie (1762—185 1), Scottish poet and. dramatist. She-and’her;sister lived on
Hampstead Heath' mariy years and received such visitors as Sir Walter
Scott. Mrs. Letitia Aikin Barbauld (1743-1825), a*neighbor-and friend of
the Misses' Baillie, was a poet and essayist,
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hardly less highly endowed, and more thoroughly educated
than Joanna Baillie, or perhaps any other woman of her time,
was Mrs. Barbauld, whose few but exquisite writings still
kindle enthusiasm in duly qualified readers who happen to
pick up anything of hers in their path of study.

Her father educated her with her brother; and we see in
her noble style, full of power, clearness, and grace, one of the
results of her sound classical training. We see others in her
compactness of thought, and closeness of expression; while
the warm-glow of sentiment, pure as the sunlight, excludes
all appearance of pedantry, or unsuitableness to the hour in
which she wrote. Fox pronounced her “Essay on the Inconsis-
tency of Human Expectations,” “the finest essay in the En-
glish language,”—no one being more aware than he must have
been of the classical origin of the train of thought, so admira-
bly conveyed in vivid English. The strength and discipline of
her moral nature were only too well provéd by the experience
of her married life. She underwent, with noble outward se-
renity, a long and excruciating trial from her husband’s in-
sanity, which ended in suicide. The “Dirge,” which remains
among her poems, discloses to those who knew her something
of what lay under the dignity and calm which she preserved
for his sake. The strain and shock induced an indolence, or
reluctance to act, and make any appearance, which has de-
prived us of much which she would no doubt have written, if
she-had not lost the spirit and gaiety of her early life; but we
have encugh to understand how it was that her reason and
fancy swayed all minds that approached her own, and her
words burned themselves in on the memories of all who fell in
with them. . . .

Her father certainly did not train her to be somebody’s
companion, or somebody’s mother. He treated her and her
brother alike, with the view of freely opening to both the way
to wisdom. Her education was a pure bléssing to her. It was to
her what she briefly and brilliantly describes intellectual pur-
suits to be in her celebrated essay. Her firm grasp of philoso-
phy, her student-like habit of mind, and the scholarly disci-
pline she underwent did not-impair, in the slightest degree,
‘her womanly grace, her delicate reserve, or the glow of her
friendships. It-is true, she was not much of a needlewoman.
There is a tradition that'the skeleton of 2 mouse was found in
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her workbag; but this kind of disincliniation is’seen in women
who know no language but-their own, and.whose ideas'do not
range beyond their own street. As her husband’s aider in the
work of his great school at Palgrave, and as a:motherly hostess
to the little boys, she was tenderly remémbered by some men
of distinction who had stood at her knee. A nobler and sweeter
presence than Mrs. Barbauld’s 1 have never witnessed; and 1
have heard from some-of her own generation that her spright-
liness was once as bewitching as her composure was after-
wards pathetic, '

In-the next generation after the Blues of the last century,
there seems to have been a sort of reaction in regard to the
education of at least the middleclass girls. As far as I have
heard from many quarters, the-mothers of the early part of
this century, were less informed, less able.in even the common
affairs of life, than those who immediately preceded and fol-
lowed them. There were, of course, reasons for this: but T can-
not go into them now. It is enough to recall to the memory of
old people what they heard in their childhood of the boarding-
schools, sewing-schools, and day=-schools in which their moth-
érs had received their education, as it was called. . . . There
was, howéver, a marked improvemenit: and the hardness of the
times, .introducing competition into the governess department,
directed more attention upon education. From that day to this
the whole conception of the objects and ‘methods.of education
has been expanding.and improving;-and perhaps not even the:
city Arabs now gathered into ragged schools have more reason
to be thankful for the change thai'the girlhood of England and
Scotland. As Mr. Cowper justly observed at Harley Street, it
is the well:grounded and :systématic instruction, the habit
of co-ordinated study, which s so valuablé to the minds of
women; OQur Ladies” Colleges are rapidly familiarising society
with this view of female study; schools:are;formed for the pur-
pose of preparing pupils for the college, and the quality of gov-
ernésses is rising in full proportion to the new means of training
now-put.within'théirréach. Through them; as well as by natu-
ral -incitements of example and sympathy, the improvement
will spread from the: middle-classes: upwards. If aristocratic
parents will not as yet send their daughters to colleges; where
future governesses ‘and, professional and mercantile. mén’s
daughters study together, they will soon demand a higher
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order of instruction from the exclusive schoolmistresses; gov-
ernesses, and masters whom they employ. Hitherto their
children have undoubtedly had the advantage in learning well
what they do learn,—modern languages, English reading and
writing, and the practice of the arts. Now, they must extend
their scheme. . . .

I have seen something of that order of young ladies; and
what I have observed obliges me to believe that they are at
least as well provided with mdependent objects and interests
as middle-class girls. One family rises up before my mind,—
sensible parents and their five daughters (saying nothing here
of the sons). The parents provided instruction for each girl,
according to her turn and ability: and when each grew up to
womanhood, she had free scope for her own pursuit. One was
provided with a painting-room, and another with a music-
room, and all appliances and means: a third had a conser-
vatory and garden; and all lived in a society of the highest
cultivation. They had as much as they-wished of the balls and
fétes we hear so much about; and there was nothing to distin-
guish them from other young ladies who are now subjected to
such insolent speculation from below: but I am confident that
it could never have entered the head of the veriest coxcomb of
their acquaintance that any of the family were speculating in
marriage. Four-of them married well, in the best sense, though
not all grandly. The fifth died, after many years of illness.
There is every reason to believe that English girls have the
simplicity, intelligence, and kindliness of their order in one
rank of life as in another; and certainly not least in that class
which is surrounded, from its birth upwards; by an atmo-
sphere of refinement derived from intelligence.

What, then, are they educated for? This is.the great ques-
tion, in their case as in that of middle-class girls.

For the most part, their education is probably a matter of
sympathy and imitation. In this or that way they may best
learn-what every girl is expected to learn. Beyond this, there is
usually but a dim notion of the object, and as little notion
as elsewhere of the great single or paramount aim of educa-
tion,—to raise the quality of the individual to the highest
atta_mable point. I believe that the parents. fall short of this
conception, like most other parents of daughters: but I am
confident that they are yet further from the other extreme,—
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of universally and audaciously breeding up their daughters for
the matrimionial market. One evidence that'is before our eyes
tells a great deal. The unmarried women of the:upper classes
seem to be-at least.as well occupied with natural and useful
pursuits as those of any othier'rank; and more so perhaps, in
proportion to their greater command of means for. accomplish-
ing their purposes and gratifying their tastes. Some may do a
little mischief in.attempting to do-good: some may get into a
foolish metaphysical school in their study of German: some
may lose themselves among:the religious sects.of the day in the
course of their polemical or antiquarian studies: but I doubt
whether one could:anywhere find more satisfactory specimens
of single:women;, amiable.and cheerful, because satisfied and
occupied, —with friends enough for their hearts, and business
enough.for head and hands. _

What is the truth, I wonder, about the “fast young ladies”
we read so much about? I am out of the world; but I cannot
find that anybody who is in it has actually seen the young
ladies who talk ‘of “awful swells” and “deuced bores,” who
smoke, -and venture upon free discourse, and try to be like
men. In Horace Walpole's time, as.in Addison’s, there were
“fast young ladies,” as we see in many a letter of Walpole's,
and many 2 paper of the “Spectator.” Probably there were:
some in every age, varying their doings and sayings, according
to the:fopperies of the time. Have we more than the average
‘proportion? 1 do not know. One obviousremark on the case of
the girls so freely discussed has scarcely, | think, been suf-
ficiently made; that the two commonest allegations' against
them are incompatible. We hear of their atrocious extrava-
gance in dress and -peculiarity of personal habits; and, in the
‘next breath, of-their lives being one unremitting effort to ob-
tain a husband. Now, in my long life, 1 have witnessed noth-
ing likeithe opposition set up by men, within the last:seven
years, to.certain modes of female dress and manners: yet the
modes remain. The ladies are-steady: 1 wish their firmness
was shown in a. better cause; foi 1 admire the:fashions of the
day as little as-any man: but it is plain that:the ladies, young
and old, daughters and mothers, do not:try to please men in
their- dress. and behaviour., They choose to please themselves:
and, whatever ‘we may think of their taste, we cannot but ad-
mit:their spirit of independence.
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On the whole, I cannot see any evidence that women of
any rank are, gencerally-speaking, educated with a view to get-
ting married: nor yet for the purpose of being companions to
men, or the mothers of heroes; nor yet for the purpose of in-
spiring men to great deeds, and improving society; nor yet,
except in a few scattered instances, to make the most of their
own individual nature. There will be less confusion of thought,
and dimness of aim, when the better instructed generation
grows up. Meantime, in the:midst of the groping among sym-
pathies and sentiments, and imitations, and ambitions, and
imperfect views of all sorts, let us only have some few who
uphold the claim of every human being to be made: the most
of, in all the provinces of its nature, and the female sex is re-
de¢med. Women will quietly enter into their “rights,” without
objection on any hand, when those rights consist in their
being more reasonable, more able, more useful, and more
agreeable than ever before, without losing anything in ex-
change for the gain.

FROM THE MOUNTAIN

MIDDLE-CLASS
EDUCATION IN ENGLAND:
GIRLS

If the education of middle-class Boys is a vague and cloudy
subject to treat in writing, what is that of Girls? At first sight,
the subject seems to be too chaotic to be examined on any
principle or in any method at all; and perhaps the best purpose
to be answered by any examination at all is that of exposing
the confusion itself. In the Boys' case there is something like
firm ground to stand on in the universal agreement that boys
should be somehow educated, and in the old custom of mak-

Cornbill Magazine 10 (November 1864): 549~ 56¢.
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ing Latin and Greek the chief studies; but in the case of the
Girls, there is'no tradition, no.common conviction, no estab-
lished method, no imperative custom,—nothing beyond a
supposition that girls must somehow learn to read and write,
and to practise whatever accomplishment may be the fashion.
at the time. As a.matter.of fact, some of us have an impression
that things are not so bad as they were at'thie beginning of the
century; and there are evidences that this is-true: but still, the
way in which girls generally spend their time from seven years
old to twenty is so desperately unfavourable to mind and char-
acter or.(to speak more moderately) so mferlor to what it might
be, and to the way in which their grandmothers passed their
precious youth, nearly as far back.as we can trace them, that
‘we may well feel a sort of despair in approaching the subject
with any practical aim.,

The: custom of giving girls a classical education'three cen-
turies ago, ought to have settled for ever the preténded doubt
whether the female intellect.is adequate to the profitable study
of the classics; and, as the practice was by no means confined
to thearistocracy, the results should have left no room to ques-
tion the benefit of such’ studies. But the religious struggle
of the seventeenth century disturbed the natural coursé of
women’s training, as. it disturbed everything else; and a mani-
fest decline of female intelligence and manners followed the
abatement of Puritanism, and the enlargementof social liberty
or licence. Qur? grandmothers did, however, learn something
well. Their parents had niot fallen into the modern temptation
of being ashamed.of their station.in life, and anxious that their
children should attain a higher. The daughters were:prepared
to be-whar their mothers had been before them; and the chil-
dren therefore learned early and thoroughly what their moth-
ers could teach them. They had better health than modern
children,—little as was then popularly known of sanitary
truths and methods. They were more. in the open air; had
rougher sports, were not over-worked.in. their brains, and had
a larger variety-of occupations. In times:when every woman
below the highest ranks knew  how-to cook, to prepare medi-
cines, to wash laces and iron cambrics, and plait -shirt-frills,
and manage the garden, and take care of the domestic pets,
there was exercise-and variety enough to counteract the mis-
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chiefs of long hours at the needle, under the conditions of a
high seat and a straight back, or no back at all, to the bench.
What the literary pursuit of those days was, and what the
spelling, and what the general cultivation of mind among
young women of the middle class, their letters, and even their
receipt-books show; but it was the advantage of their time that
the middle classes knew what they would be at in the training
of their daughters; and they mainly accomplished their pur-
pose. Generally speaking, the girls knew no language but their
own, and. that only by ear and instinct; they had no concep-
tion of the meaning of any. of the ologies, and they were rarely
accomplished, except in the arts of the needle; but there was a
sterling quality in what they did which ought to be taken into
the account. As far as appears, nearly all the handwritings
were good,—that is, legible and neat. In the domestic arts it
was 2 disgrace to be incompetent: and the mastery of these
brought with it,—as it always does and always will bring with
it,—an opening and a call to that grand function of domestic
administration which is at once education and the fruition of
education. It was the reality of this rule in the household
which gave so much character to our grandmothers, enriched
them with good sense, ripened them by experience of human
life and character, and helped them to some of the best results
of learning. They wrote letters as good, in essential respects,
as if they had been taught composition; and their conversation
with their husbands, brothers, and pastors, was perhaps as
good in its way as if it had had a savour of book-learning. Add
to this the sound health (small-pox and fevers apart), and the
natural and unconceiled relish of life, and we may ask whether
the chief end of education,—the educing the powers of the in-
dividual —mightnot be nearly as well attained by that genera-
tion as by any since. It is true, it was dreadful that they mis-
understood the treatment of hushand or children in small-pox;
it was a pity that they feared and despised everything that was
foreign; it ' was disastrous that they supposed they held a des-
potism by divine right over their children and servants up to
any age; it might be amusing that they thought they could
hive been close to an eclipse by sailing in the clouds, or that
they supposed Euclid to be a Latin poet, or that they did not
know where to find our colonies of Virginia and Massachu-
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setts Bay on the map; but there were countervailing advan-
tages belonging to those:days and that-training.. The health
and soundness of their neighbourhoods were: sustained very
much by the knowledge and skill of women who really under-
stood the qualities and uses of vegetable medicines; and who
could practise simple:surgery. The doctors of.those days held
many of them in high respect, and committed to them the care
and cure of wounds, sores, burns, dislocations, and a wide
range of ordinary diseases. If they did not respect the wills of
their children, they did not overtaskitheir brains. If they held
a strict rule over their servants, they took them first for pupils
and then for friends; they first trained them in domestic busi-
ness, and then made common cause with them in it. If they
knew nothing of foreign nations and notions, they were good
judges of foreign commodities; and if they were not clear as to
where tea and spices and silks and. shawls came from, they
could appreciate them when under their hands. They no doubt
inflicted some pain and fell short of much good by the narrow-
ness of view and scantiness of intellectual culture; but they
were ‘what they were intended by their parents to be; and
they were: tolerably cnmplete as far'as they went and professed
to:go. And certamly they were less in the rear of the boys of
their generation than girls.are now.

Their-acquirements, such as they were, were obtained at
home for the most'part; and further, -at the wntmg-school the
sewing-school, or the:general day-school, Then followed the
period of middle-class: girls’ boarding-schools. There was a
great expansion and multiplication of these during the war
which followed the French Revolution, It was a period of high
prosperity for certain-middleclass interests, while so-costly to
the.country on the:whole. I'need not describe it,.for it was.not
so long ago but that we-have all heard-our elders speak of it if
we have.not ourselves witnessed the effects of it. There can be
no doubt that we.are suffering now from the sort of education
which then became common among the farming and shop-
keeping classes. As the parents made war-and monopoly prof-
its,.an evil emulation-entered into to0 many of thém.to rise in
gentlllty, and one of the first-methods they took was to.mike
sportsmen of -their sons, and fine ladies of their daughters.
Hence the low condition of agriculture before the repeal of
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the corn laws;’ hence the deteriorated household character of
women of the shopkeeping, and even the farming class for a
generation past; hence the mushroom “Ladies’ Seminaries”
which became a byword long ago,—a representative term for
false pretension, vulgarity, and cant. The complaints of dis-
mayed parents that their girls at eighteen could do no one
thing well, and pretended only to read a little French with dif-
ficulty, play badly on the piano, and ornament screens, are still
fresh in our ears. How low this sort of parental vanity and filial
failure descénded in the gradation of the middle class could
scarcely be believed by any who do not know that class well
throughout. It is enough to say here that “the butcher, the
baker, the candlestick-maker,” were as anxious about their
girls playing a tune on the piano, and having a water-colour
daub to show, as the richest tenant-farmer in the days of the
sliding scale.

There has certainly been some improvement since that
time,—half a century ago; and the most striking part of the
improvement has been within the last half, and especially the
last quarter of those fifty years: This is an encouragement to
look mto the present state of things,—chaotic as it appears
from the. highest point of view. What, then, is the state of
Girls’ education now?

The improvement might not be distinctly proposed half a
century ago; but it'can hardly be doubted that the stir was be-
ginning. One evidence of this is that some girls of the middle
class were allowed to learn Latin and Greek; and that some
others who were not permitted desired it. . . . There were
few women qualified to teach the dead languages; but out of
that generation of pupils those ladies were to arise who have
established Preparatory Schools for boys of such merit as to be
considered some of the best schools in the country. Masters in
our most eminent public schools have openly rejoiced over
boys who have come to them from this or that Preparatory
School, because the mistresses grounded the boys so well in
Latin and Greek grammar.

*Laws designed to discourage the importation of grain, repealed in
1846. ‘At various times the duties varied with the domestic price of grain,
hence the “sliding scale” at the end of the paragraph.
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At the beginning of this change, towns where there was
a grammar school were usually the-first scene of the experi-
ment. Among several reasons for this, one was-that the under-
masters were available for teaching in families on reasonable
terms. Where Latin is once fairly established as a- glrl s study
there issure to be presently a particularly good master ready
to. teach it.

As,there is-no standard.for the education of girls, and no
basis of principle or consent-on which to establish it, there are
frequent changes of fasliion:or fancy in practice, On this very
point there have been fluctuations down to the present hour:
and no one would undertake to say what proportion of the
glrlhood of the country has the advantage of any classical
training at all. Some of us think that:the practice is more com-
mon among the aristocracy than the middle class.

The social condition which just now renders the inquiry
into the education of girls’ partlcularly interesting, is that the
present is a period of transition for that class, Within half
a century the glrlhood of the upper middle class has. gone
through an experience of permanent historical importance. At
the begmnmg of that time,. it was.assumed in ordinary prac-
tice, as in law and politics, that every woman is maintained by
her father or her husb_apd or other male relative.

At the time at which we are living, it is-an indisputable
fact that above'two millions of:the' women of England are self-
supporting workers: it is-an.admitted truth-that while the cus-
toms of English society remain what they are, there must be
tens of thousands of middle-class women dependent.on their
own industry: and it'can hardly be doubtful, even to the most
reluctant eyes, that the workers ought:to be properly trained
to the business of their lives.

‘The interest of the present'time, then, is in its being'the
date of an opening of a new line of life-for.a considerable:pro-
portion of middle-class women; and the date therefore of a
radical change in the principle- and conduct of the intellectual
culture, of the educators of the next generation. 1t s settled
that marriage:is much less general than’ formerly; that while it
remiains sb a multitude of wommen inuist work for the support of
themselves, and.sometimes their connexions; that the: exces-
sive badness of the girls’ schools and domestic schoolrooms of
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the last generation must be retrieved; and that the retrieval has.
been really begun in a partial way. _

So much is agreed: the next question is,—What means
of education are actually in use at this moment for middle-
class girls?

The daughters of wealthy commoners go through much
the same training as the classes above them. Those who are
educated by governesses and masters at home, exclusively,
may be well-mannered, and have some general culture. . . .

The “genteel” schools, which are merely an imitation
of . . . [very exclusive schools]—the fantastical households in
which the pupils are elegantly dressed,—probably in uni-
form, with a marked style of bonnet, and veils all hanging
down on the same side; in which every movement is mea-
sured, and the pupils all speak alike, and walk alike, and write
the same hand, and utter the same pretty sentiments. . . .

The greatest, or most conspicuous. change which has
taken place is in the next and far larger class of boarding-
schools,—the schools filled from the manufacturers’ houses,
and the surgeons’, and lawyers’, and country-gentlemen’s, and
large tenant-farmers’. It is scarcely credible now what some of
those schools were like during and after the critical financial
period which cast so many poor ladies adrift to get their bread
as they might. Those were the days when girls took their exer-
cise, walking two-and two, in melancholy procession; and not
seldom with books in their hands, learning their lessons as
they walked. Those were the days when half-a-dozen of them
were:crammed into a bedroom not airy enough for two; and
when they washed their feet all round on Saturday nights
with 2 limited supply of water and towels. Those were the
days when saucy girls invented names of European capitals,
and found the most extraordinary places on the map, with full
approbation from a short-sighted teacher. Those were the
days when the Sunday morning lesson might be learning four
lines of Paradise Lost by heart, leaving off whether there was a
stop or not. . . . Even the best of such schools, however, had
its idiosyncrasy, which, during such a period of debased edu-
cation, was the same thing as a drawback or defect. All the
girls in such a school,—or all but the reckless and unworthy—
had one style of thinking, and of expression of their thought;
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or, rather, what they expressed was not thought, but senti-
ment. In one such school, the girls all wrote. demonstrative
letters; in another, the style was poetical;:in another moral, or
sprightly. The handwriting of one set of elderly ladies now
living tells where they were educated, as does the epistolary
style of another set; and the open-air gait-and salutations of
another, and the drawing-room manners of yet another. While
this result was produced, each establishment ‘was thus con-
spicuously marked as having: failed of the true aim of educa-
tion—however honourable, in_such times, might be the com-
parativé-character and achievement of the school.

The girls-of the lower middle class have; all the while,
had little choice and little chance. Their educatlonal lot has
been truly dreary. Wherever it can be managed, the children
of small farmers; country shopkeepers and poor professional
men. naturally go to a.day-school, as the cheapest plan. The
day-school may be good, bad, or indifferent, according to
the accident of a better or worse master or mistress; but it
seems to be too true that the low- -priced boarding- schools for
girls of that rank do the pupils'more harm than good. .

Take a country neighboiirhiood, wheré the old-fashioned
farming ways dssume that.the girls are.to be handy in domes-
tic business. “The girls are not what they used to be,” the
complaint is in such places. “Thepoultry don’t answer as they
did, nor does the dairy. The: gnrls must have schooling; but
there is no seeing what good it does; for they forget their
school learning before théy have been home two years; and
they have all real businessstill to learn.” A lady who happens
to be fond.of teaching, and who is eminently skilled in it, sees
what a field there is in 'such a place; and she opens such a
school as was never heard of before, far-or near. There are
other teachers besides herself —chosen for their special quali-
fications, and their training. Among them, these ladies: can
teach; in the.best modern methods, whatever can be useful to
girls of this class, either in training their faculties—as Latin
and geometry; or in expanding:their range of reading and gen-
eral intelligence—as: the French language, History, and En-
glish literature; ‘or in fitting them for the business of life as
helpers of their parents—as writing a good hand, arithmetic,
and bookkeeping, and such study of Natural Phllosophy and
Natural History as will at once maké them more sensible
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women generally, and operate favourably on their special ob-
jects, improving their dairy produce, and their poultry, and
their honey, and putting them in the way of important econ-
omy in every branch of management.

There is a liberal apparatus provided; the hours are fixed
considerately, to suit farmhouse ways; the girls bring their
own sewing to do in the hours appropriated to genuine in-
struction in needlework, and cheered by pleasant readings.
The terms are very low, complete and liberal as is the estab-
lishment; and those of the pupils who choose may dine there
{due notice of numbers being given) for scarcely more than the
cost-price of the provisions. Yet such a school as this goes
a-begging. For one father and mother who appreciate it, there
are half a dozen who find fault, and yet more who stand ehllly-
shallying till their opportunity is lost. Though aware that
everybody else’s daughters have for two generations past come
back from school fit for neither one thing nor another, they
don’t know what to think of anything so new as this school.
If the lady would charge half her terms for just the French,
and the writing, and.ciphering, with, perhaps, a little geogra-
phy,.and leave out all the rest, they: mnght be glad to send their
girls to her. And so the. lady, having waited as long as she,—
far from being poor—can afford, carries her benefits else-
where. It is an occasional question among neighbours, whether
they had not better have kept her; but she is gone; and it is no

use talking now.
' Take a town case. In a large, old-fashioned, but growing
town, there seems to be no such thing as a school appropriate
to the wants of the small shopkeeping and superior artisan
class. Moreover, there is no saying when there ever was such a
school; for it is the universal complaint that the domestic com-
fort, abilities and manners of that class are of a very low order
from the defective training of the: women. Their houses are
not well kept; the rooms are untidy and not even clean; the
ways are unpunctual; the meals are badly cooked; the clothes
are badly got up; and if there is a servant, there is “endless tur-
moil with her. The mistress says the maid does not do her
work; the maid finds the mistress unreasonable-and harsh; and
the master and the children feel that both the charges are true.
There has been so much crying out, all over the country, for
something which shall be to this order of society what our
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regulated and assisted schools areto the labouring class, that
‘many good citizens:and sensible women bestir themselves to
see ' what they can do among their neighbours. Of these; one
lady has-an experiment of her:own. Shé-fits up and.opens a
convenient:-house, in an easﬂy accessible-situation, settles in it
a ‘mistress of high qualifications, and a housekeeper who has
risen through the ranks of domestic service to be fit for the
_ present business. Under her, the girls are to learn household
work in the best style, —cleaning, cookmg, laying the table,

and so on; while the proper:school-learninig is of a better qual-
ity than-can be found anywhere else within reach. When the
plans are got fairly to work, there will be a:regular dinner pro-
vided for the smallest payment, for girls from a distance; mean-
time; the lesson of laying the cloth, &c. goes on, for the sake of
those who bring their-dinners. This lesson is rather baulked,

however, and.the:superiors are much vexed, by the sort of din-
ners dlsclosed —viz. stale pastry bought with money given at
home for: the girls to spend as they like. This phenomenon
hastens the plan for the good hot dinner at the school,—the
roast leg 'of mutton or sirloin, with vegetables, the Irish stew,

and other-good thmgs, to be cooked by the girls, in turn, in
view of the tible to be kept-in the future home of each. But the
girls have.no-mind for the:roast beef and Yorkshire pudding,
or the stew, or anything else that sensible:people like: they go
on buying stale pastry on their way to school, and pay more
for it than for the confortable dinner at their command. In a
litde while difficulty arises about: the industrial part of the
schooling. Strange to say, the mothers do not like that their
daughters :should learn to wash china properly, to clean fur-
niture; rub up silver, and spread- 2 table; and .even the fa-
thers object to any time bclng given to the art of cookery. On
the’ whq_l_e the very superior school- le_armng 15 graciously ac-
cepted, if not appreciated;. but the‘industrial element is fatal.
The: pawnbroker’s. daughter is absent on the days when it is
her. turn to sweep. 2 room or. make the bread; the cabinet-
maker's girls -are always ‘missing on ironing days; the linen-
draper’s girls cannot-come any more, unless they are excused
from all but book, and map, and pen work; and thus the
scheme is brought to an end, the:school is closed, and the hus-
bands and children. of these unhappy pupils will have to go
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through the wretched old experience of domestic discomfort
and wrangling, because the wife and mother does not know
how to keep house.

After this review of the late and present condition of
middle-class female education in England, what should we de-
siré? what may we hope? and what should we aim at? . . .

The case of-the Girls differs from that of the Boys, in
the absence of all need to consider the question of appeal to the
State. Probably there is nobody in England who for a moment
dreams of asking the State to undertake, or to touch more or
less, the education of the daughters of the most active, intelli-
gent, practical, and domestic class of English citizens. Only 2
word is necessary on this head; but that word is of some im-
portance, and.at present, if ever, needing attention.

The Royal Commissioners on Education reported, three
years since, 1n favour of applying to the improvement of edu-
cation the incomes of charities which have become by lapse of
time useless or pernicious. The annual amount thus proposed
to be transferred exceeds 100,000£. In considering how such a
sum would be best applied, attention was fixed on the propor-
tion of girls to boys profiting, really or ostensibly, by old edu-
cational endowment. In common endowed schools,. the girls
are little more than half as many as the boys; and in grammar-
schools they are only a tenth of the scholars. After the appear-
ance of the Commissioners’ Report, it was strongly urged by
some sensible people that the great new educational want
which had arisen since those old bequests were made, should
be first attended to in the disposal of this fund, viz. the need
among middle-class women of an education for teaching. Model
schools—training schools—of this character are an urgent
want of the time and of the country; and something of the sort
was claimed for the sex, on the unquestionable ground that
the charities to be superseded were for the equal benefit of
men and women, and that it would be a manifest unfairness to
apply the income for the benefit of boys alone: At that very
time, an income from land bequeathed in an old -century to
needy persons of both sexes was used, under the sanction of
the Court of Chancery, for the erection of a school for boys
exclusively. If this example were to be followed all over the
country while there is no provision for instructing and train-
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ing middlé-class'women as teachers, and while-many counties
of England contain no endowed schools at all for girls, it
would be-as pitiful a cowardice on the one’hand as it would be
an insolent aggression on the other to permit such a thing to
be done. It is one thing to beg from the State help which
would involve subservienice to’ State administration in a matter
of which Government.is not a particularly good judge; and it
is another thing to cliim from Government a just share of ex-
isting-funds, to be applied under conditions agreed upon. Re-
pugnant to English notions and feelings as would be a system
of public-school education for girls, under the management of
the Government, or any ecclesiastical party, or a joint-stock
company, there can be no.doubt of the eagerness with- which
the establishment of a few model and training schools of a high
order would be hailed by women whose lot is to work, and
who need a good education for the purpose. It will be a cruel
injustice if they are denied their fair share of funds intended
for the aid of équal numbeérs of men and -women.

Even in the three years which have passed since the Com-
missioners reported, advances have been made-in female edu-
cation which. have produced a great change of feeling. The
timid can now hear the mention of things which sounded very
terrible even so short a time ago;.and the chances of a really
good education becoming;attainablé are so far improved.

Let it be understood at once that in claiming for middle-
class gils:a substantial andliberal development and training of
the mind, and, for those who desire it; a-special preparation
for the- educatlonal or other profession in life, nobody contem-
‘plates the use of any method which is not in accordance with
national custom and English feelings. .

Both French and. Americans, but pamcularly the latter,
teach us that there is nothing insuperable in the greatest seem-
ing difficulty about girls,—the difficulty which makes the main
difference between'their'case and that of boys,—the claim of
the household arts as-an essentlal part of education: Boys_ have
two things to divide their days between: study and play. Girls
have three: study, the domestic arts, and play. At boardmg-
school the domeéstic training is dropped out of the life: alio-
gether; and a home life, without any-school -at-all, almost nul-
lifies study. Here is the dilemma. But French and American
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women excel our middle-class women in both departments.
How-do they manage it?

How it may be in the French household, I do not know;
but in the American it is a matter of course for little girls to be
much more useful than damsels of double their age are in Eng-
land. I never could make out why English litte girls are not
gratified in their liking for housekeeping from the beginning.
Every healthy and happy-child enjoys the dignity and amuse-
ment of household business, unless it be the early stage of
needlework. There seems to be no reason why she should not
knowperfectly well how things should be done, and be.famil-
tar with the doing of them, before the boarding:school time
arrives. If this is not made secure, boarding-school is so far an
evil. A girl who at seventeen has everything to learn about
the shopping, and the management of the table, and nurs-
ing the sick, and the economy of the house, is at a disadvan-
tage which she will hardly get over. We see much of this
among our middle-class brides, who feel it a heavy care. on
their minds that they have no confidence and no knowledge
about housekeeping. It is well if they do not grow afraid of
their husbands; they are certainly afraid of their husbands’
family, and of their own servants; and all for want of simple
knowledge and skill which they ought to have attained before
they went to school. The deficiency of domestic service in
America, and the habits of society, preclude this mischief; and
it may be taken for granted that ladies who obtain their di-
ploma as physicians, and who read Greek plays, and who
thoroughly understand the Differential Calculus are as dex-
terous-in- making beds, and turning out a-good batch of bread
and pies, and administering medicines and blisters, as ever
their grandmothers were.

With us the best chance seems to be for those who are
within reach of a first-class day-school, or of one of the col-
leges which are springing up among us. A combination of the
domestic and academical life is a very hlgh prlwlege indeed.
Where this cannot be had, the-domestic training should, in the
first place, be given to such an extent as that it can never be
lost, and may be easily resumed on the verge of womanhood.
But there is a happy possibility opening before us, through the
recent discoveries of the benefits of half-time in school work.
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Inspectors declare that in schools where boys have given six
hours per day to book-work, while.the.girls have spent three
in book-work; and three in sewing and other domestic arts;
the:girls are by no means behinid the-boys in attainments. Be.
fore this discovery, girls had benefited by the new lights (very
old lights, disastrously éclipsed for a time) on.the necessity of
play and of a sensible.care of the bodily frame. Instead of the
pale-faced, languid, crooked, fretful type of school-girl, we
now have before our eyes the well-grown and well-exercised
young maiden who is éxcellént at ball play and the sklppmg-
rope in its-advanced stages, and archery; and if at gymnastics
and foot races and swimming, so much. the better. This is a
vast improvement; but there may be'room for another; for the
appropriation of a part of the day to domestic business. Where
girls board together in a house, under the. supermtendence of 2
lady, for the object of attending a school or-college, this kind
of training*might surely go.on togéther with the book study;
and if in large boarding-schools the thing cannot be:done—
this is, as I have said, so far anobjection to that mode of edu-
cation. As the praise and adoption of the half-time method
spread, means may be found of administering a complete
feminine training; so as to save governesses and other profes-
sional women from an ignorance and inaptitude as disadvan-
tageous to their purse as to their dignity and peace of mind. It
is-t0 no purpose saying that intellectual women should leave
the housekeeping to servants, and that the sewing-machine
puts the needle out of court altogether The truth is, that ser-
vants' cannot do their work well under any mistress but one
who understandsitheir busiriess at least as well as they do. It is
also true that a. change has come over the servant-maid class,
throughout the country—a change which we need not dlscu_ss
here, but which renders the capacity for domestic administra-
tion more: than ever necessary to middle-class women. And it
is true, again, that the sewing-machine is useless in hands
which are not thoroughly skilled in sewing"without-thé ma-
chine. Under all circuinstinces, therefore, let middle-class
parentsregard household qualifications as sacred, not to be en-
.croached upon ‘or slighted for the sake of any other attain-.
ments whatever.

This being understood and admitted, it.doés not appear
that there'is any limit to what womien may"desire and. attempt
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to learn. The case of the dead languages was settled as soon as
the objectors were brought to state their objections.

0. “What should women do with their Latin and Greek
when they enter on practical life?”

A. “That is exactly the objection made to the amount of
time spent on the classics by boys in public schools. When
they become members of Parliament, or physicians, or manu-
facturers, or shopkeepers, we are told, they never open a
Greek or Latin book again.”

0. “But the literature, beyond the school range, is not
the only, nor the main, consideration. It is the exercise and
discipline of the faculties in the study of the languages which
is the inestimable benefit.”

A. “Very well, so be it: and this is the very best argu-
ment in favour of a sound classical training for girls. If women
are usually slovenly in thought, inaccurate in intellectual per-
ception, and weak in reasoning, they should be more and not
less exercised in processes which will remedy their'defects.”

This is so clear that the-claim of the female mind to in-
struction in the classics and mathematics will not be again de-
nied by sensible people of either sex. And they have equally
firm ground to stand upon in regard to every other kind of
knowledge which is open to anybody. _

~ That this is widely admitted appears by the rapidity with
which the resources for female education are extending.

The Scottish Institution at Edinburgh has gone through
thirty sessions. It was probably the first attempt to combine
the advantages of the boarding and day school with the privi-
leges of a collegiate system. There is no doubt that a large
number of middle-class women have obtained a high order of
education there; but the general impression seems to be that
‘there are mistakes in the scheme—such as prize-giving, and a
public distribution of honours—which operate mischievously.
Studious or clever girls engross most of the benefits; pursuits
are determined, and studies urged in an arbitrary way by
these prizes and honours; and girls of slow-moving minds-—
often the best quality of mind—have no chance under the
pressure of the system, while idle ones have no appropriate
stimulus, and reckless ones no check. All this may naturally
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be true-in an institution so new-and strange as this great school
was in its early days; and there must always be grave draw-
backs in a schéme which involves public prize-giving to girls.
But it'was a great day for the-sex When such ranges of study
were thrown open.to women as are under the charge of the
professors of the-Scottish Institution. They offer Latin and three
smodern.languages; and, besides the ordinary school studies,
mathematics, natural philosophy, and natural history, and sci-
entific instruction in music. Lectures on scientific and literary
subjects.give a still further. collegiate character to the-place and
its work.

The two colleges in London, Queen’s ‘College in Harley
Street, with iits' Preparatory School, and the Ladies’ College in
Bedford Square, were striking signs of the times in their in-
stitution, and are becoming more and more $o0 in their success.
They were sure to bring out all the weaknesses and vices of
the popular mind in regard to female education, and to raise
up-a host of enemiies, and treacherous or mischievous friends;
and their gradual triumph over such opposition and embar-
rassment is a-sufficient assurancé that the cause is safe. If a full
disclosure could be made of the experience of the conductors
in regard to the applications and criticisms of parents and
guardians, oné wonders:what proportion of the:middle class
would be astonished, and how many more would be aston-
ished at their astonishment. One wonders whether these ¢ol-
leges have brought into notice 4ll the fathers who grumble
over paying five-pound. notes for-their daughters’ education,
while cheerfully spending hundreds a year for their boys, at
Eton or Harrow. Orsie wonders where the perplexity is when
the father first tells his girls that he can give them no fortune
whatever, because their brothers cost him so much, and thén
declares in their hearing that he can’t.see what women want,
beyond what they might easily pick up at home, Oné wonders
whether he ever consideérs whit isto become of them if he dies
untimely, leaving them without i maintenance, and without
education wherewith to-gain one. One wonders how much
dread of the father operates on the'mother when she slily and
yet audaciously manocuvres to get two girls‘into a course for
the fees-of one;.or contrives to introduce the.governess “just to
sit by during the lessons,” so that she may learn without pay,
and save sending the younger gitls.atall. Things like these on

122



MIDDLE-CLASS EDUCATION IN ENGLAND: GIRLS

the one hand, and, on the other, the honest eagerness of the
young pupils themselves, and of grown women who enter as
pupils, afford guidance and stimulus to all who witness them.
So does the generous zeal of the professors. Those who desire
a high order of instruction for girls, whether women and girls,
or parents and friends, or patriots and philosophers, should
persist in the demand; and the right answer will come. Not all
the ignorance, the jealousy, the meanness, the prudery, or the
profligate selfishness which is to be found from end to end of
the middle class, can. now reverse the destiny of the English
girl, or retard that ennobling of the sex which is a natural con-
‘'sequence of its becoming wiser and more independent, while
more accomplished; gracious, and companionable. The briars
and brambles are cleared away from the women’s avenue to
the temple of knowledge. Now they have only to knock, and it
will be opened to them.

The examinations which female students may now com-
mand are 2 sufficient warrant for saying this. The mere knowl-
edge that there is a spirit of superintendence abroad, that there
is any system of testing in existence, any means of verification
by which female students may ascertain their own standing, is
an effectual assurance to them of justice at the hands of their
instructors; and accordingly we find a striking improvement
from year to year in the spelling, arithmetic, and other ordi-
nary studies of school-girls who come under the examinations
of the Society of Arts. There is now an ascending scale of ex-
aminations, of one kind or another, till we arrive at that pro-
fessional testing from which Miss Garrett® has come out quali-
fied and certified as a-medical practitioner. Of all the kinds of
examination now at the service of female students, none are
more valuable than those belonging to the Harley Street and
Bedford Square Colleges, by which certificates of proficiency
in learning are obtainable by women proposing to be educa-
tors, or professional workers in one way or another. The en-
trance thus opened to such a career, and thus zealously sought,
the first step’in the great reform is securely taken. The State,
however well-disposed, could do nothing for the middle-class

*Elizabeth Garrett Anderson (1836-1917), pioneer British physician,
advocate of opening the professions to women, first woman to serve as a
mayor in England.
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that could compare in value with what has been done by a
very small portion of that class.for itself. The State:could not
so well judge of its wants,—could not so wisely provide the
agency of instruction needed,—could not:so touch and fire the
greatheart of the nation as thls :spontancous effort will soon be
seen to have touched and fired it. Let the members of that
great middle class help one ariother fromyear to year to ascer-
tain distinctly what education. they desire for their daughters,
and they can have it to their wish. Last year an experiment of
immense significance was tried in the extension of the Cam-
bridge examination, framed for boys, to the case of girls. At
the short notice of a fortmght eighty-one entered their names;
and they went through with it admirably. In the quietest way,
and in the privacy of silent school-rooms, these girls did their
work, in the presenceof friendly ladies'who sat with them to
certify to the propriety -and fair play of the whole procedure.
To use the words of the committee; “In every point of view, the
experiment was completely successful.” As students, teach-
ets, friends, and patriotic observers-all desire that this * ‘might
be the first step towards the establishment of a regular and
permanent system,” it is reasonable to expect to see principle
and method introduced into the chaos, from which something
like ‘order ‘is begmnmg to arise, and even the next generation
much better qualified than the present and the. last to justify
and confirm the traditional lofty and benign reputation of the
womanhood of England.
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